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with his own hands, plants the first nine sprouts in a small group
at the uppermost corner of the plot. He begins with a single cen-
tral one; then one to the right; one towards himself (in the direc-
tion of the sea behind him); then to the left; towards the moun-
tain in front; and finally to the four intermediate points, in the
following order:

9    5   6
4    i    2

8   3   7

This is to represent the Nawa Sangga, the magic rose of the
winds, the Balinese cardinal directions (pengider-ideran):
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A more detailed explanation of this important ritual principle
by which the Balinese rule their actions will be given later, but
for the sake of convenience let it be understood that the points
correspond, in principle, to our North, South, East, West, and
Centre, remembering that the point called lead/a, which we shall
call " North/' is invariably towards the Gunung Agung or the
local great mountain, and the klod, " South/' is always towards
the sea.

After the nine cardinal points have been established, the rest
of the seedlings are planted all over the field, the plants stuck
into the mud in rows at intervals of one hand-span. Often the